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Refugees living in European refugee camps have very few ways of finding sanctuary in the UK. 

What are the stages of a refugee's journey today? Where did they most likely come from? How 

do they get to Europe? What challenges might they face on the way? 

The Exodus from Egypt is not a simple tale of escaping slavery and 

finding freedom. Dayenu recalls every step in our path to 

redemption: departure from Egypt, the splitting of the sea, 

sustenance in the wilderness, the giving of the Torah and our arrival 

in the land of Israel. And although we express gratitude for each 

moment by saying, “It would have been enough,” we know that had 

the journey ended with just the leaving of Egypt, we would not be 

free people.  

Today, refugees must take longer and more perilous journeys 

to escape their own Egypts and find freedom. Where Pharaoh 

wouldn’t let the Jews go, governments today are not letting 

refugees in. This means individuals are risking their lives 

travelling under lorries and in refrigerated haulage as they try 

to reach the UK.

As we progress through this evening’s Seder and remember how we were slaves in Egypt, let us 

not forget the refugees of today, forced into their own perilous exodus. 

Across the world refugees entrust their lives to people-smugglers because there are too few safe 

or legal routes for them to seek asylum. Too few resettlement places have been made 

available; the Dubs scheme to relocate vulnerable child refugees has been ended by the 

government; and family reunification laws are incredibly limited, leaving thousands stranded in 

refugees camps in France, Greece, Italy and throughout Europe.

Over the years, refugees have been forced into a multitude of different journeys in order to find 

sanctuary: Jewish children on the Kindertransport by train, Ugandan Asians by plane and 

Vietnamese refugees by boat, to name but a few. 

www.jcore.org.uk/journeytofreedomFor more information visit:


